
WELCOME TO WORSHIP!

GOD'S SERVANTS FIND REST IN JESUS
The Fifth Sunday after Pentecost

Come to me all you who are 
weary and burdened, and I will 
give you rest. - Mathew 11:28



ST. PAUL’S EV. LUTHERAN CHURCH  |  Wisconsin Rapids, WI

July 5, 2020

WELCOME TO WORSHIP

If you are a visitor to our church, we extend you a warm welcome. For 
worshippers joining us in person, we are happy you are here. If you have any 
questions, just ask an usher or other volunteer. 

We would love to see just what kind of impact our worship services are making. Please 
fill out our online Connect Card to let us know where you're worshiping from and how 
we might continue to serve you. You can find a link at www.stpaulswr.org/watch. You 
can also contact us via email or phone (churchoffice@stpaulswr.org or 715-421-3634) with 
any questions or prayer requests.

SPECIAL GUIDELINES DURING THE PANDEMIC
† Please practice social distancing whenever possible. Keep close personal interactions 

to a minimum, especially when inside the building. There is tape on the floor of the 
Welcome Center to help assist you in practicing social distancing. Please feel free to 
worship from the Welcome Center, if you feel uncomfortable with the number of 
people in the sanctuary. Please refrain from shaking hands or hugging. 

† Please practice good hygiene. Masks, hand sanitizer, disinfectant wipes, and kleenex 
are available in the Welcome Center. Our restrooms are located along the hallway on 
west side of the worship space.

† Large print service folders, hearing devices, and printouts of the hymns are 
available on the Information Booth in the Welcome Center, if you need them.

† Offering plates and friendship registers will not be distributed. Our offering can be 
placed in the slots on the top of the Information Booth in the Welcome Center. Those 
with smartphones can fill in the online connect card. 

† The children’s quiet activity bags have been removed.  However, children’s bulletins 
can be picked up at the Information Booth in the Welcome Center. If your children 
become fussy, you can quiet them in the Welcome Center.  The Children’s Message 
will still take place.  However, the children will not be invited forward. Please keep 
them with you in your pew.
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† Please wait for the ushers to dismiss you. Following post-service announcements, 
pastor(s) will leave down the side aisles and head outside to greet you. Ushers will 
dismiss worshipers from the back moving forward; and down the center aisle, as well 
as the side aisles. This is to minimize personal contact. Please take this service folder 
with you and dispose of it properly.

SERVICE NOTES FOR THIS SUNDAY
 God’s Servants Find Rest in Jesus. From the beginning of time, God 
provided rest for his creation. He blessed the seventh day and set it 
apart, that man might learn to find his rest in God alone. Just about 
everything else in life strives to rob us of our rest—spiritually, 
physically, mentally. But, in Jesus, God’s servants find rest from all 
their burdens, rest from their battles, and rest forever in heaven. 

The liturgical color1 for this Sunday is green, which represents the growth of our love for 
God, for which we pray today and always.

Today’s service includes a celebration of the Sacrament of Holy Communion. For personal 
preparation, consider using the examination questions of page 11 of this service folder.  

COPYRIGHT INFORMATION
Hymns and liturgy marked CW can be found in the red hymnals in the pew racks, Christian Worship: A Lutheran Hymnal.  
Service of the Word & Sacrament. Words and Music. © 1993 Northwestern Publishing House. All rights reserved.  
Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-719903

“All to Me.” by Scott Jeffries ©2002 Lippencott Music/ASCAP. Published by Worship Today Music Service. Used by 
Permission. CCLI #145043.

Psalm 62. Words Christian Worship: A Lutheran Hymnal.  © 1993 Northwestern Publishing House. All rights reserved.  
Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-719903

1 The liturgical color is found on the pastor's stole and the piece of cloth hanging from the pulpit.
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SERVICE OF WORD AND SACRAMENT
The service of word and sacrament proclaims the gospel through God’s Word and the Lord’s Supper.

WELCOME

OPENING HYMN If God Himself Be For Me | CW 419 (1-4)
Verse 1 - Pastors; Verse 2 - Women; Verse 3 - Men; Verse 4 - All

10:30 - BAPTISM of Oliver Thomas Kizewski

Please stand.
INVOCATION
Minister (M):   The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ 

and the love of God and the fellowship of the 
Holy Spirit be with you. 

Congregation (C):  And also with you. 

CONFESSION OF SINS
M: God invites us to come into his presence and worship him with humble and 

penitent hearts.  Therefore, let us acknowledge our sinfulness and ask him to 
forgive us.

C:  Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I have 
disobeyed you in my thoughts, words and actions.  I have done what is evil and 
failed to do what is good.  For this I deserve your punishment both now and in 
eternity.  But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ,    
I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner.

M: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be 
the atoning sacrifice for our sins.  Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his 
authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son † and 
of the Holy Spirit.

C:  Amen.

Paul Gerhardt is considered 
Lutheranism’s greatest hymn writer. 

He wrote the words of this hymn 
along with many others in our 

hymnal. This is especially striking 
considering his life was plagued with 

war, tragedy, and illness.
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RESPONSE TO FORGIVENESS
M:  The works of the Lord are great and glorious; his name is worthy of praise.
C:  ♫ No sin can now condemn me Or set my hope aside. | CW 419 (5)

Now hell no more can claim me; Its fury I deride.
No sentence now reproves me; No guilt destroys my peace,
For Christ, my Savior, loves me And shields me with his grace.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
M: Let us pray. 

God of all power and might, you are the giver of all that is good. Help us love you 
with all our heart, strengthen us in true faith, provide us with all we need, and 
keep us safe in your care; through Jesus Christ, your Son our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C:      Amen.
Please be seated. 

The Word

FIRST LESSON Exodus 33:12-23
God brings Moses rest by showing him his glory. 
After the reading, the announcement is made: 

M:   The Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God!

PSALM OF THE DAY Psalm 62 | CW p.88
Read responsively.

All: The mighty Lord is with us;
The God of Jacob is our fortress. 

M: My soul finds rest in God alone;
My salvation comes from him.

C: He alone is my rock and my salvation;
He is my fortress, I will never be shaken.

M: Find rest, O my soul, in God alone;
My hope comes from him.
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All: The mighty Lord is with us;
The God of Jacob is our fortress. 

M: Though your riches increase,
Do not set your heart on them.

C: My salvation and my honor depend on God;
He is my mighty rock, my refuge.

M: Trust in him at all times, O people;
Pour out your hearts to him, for God is our refuge.

All: Glory be to the Father and to the Son
And to the Holy Spirit,
As it was in the beginning,
Is now, and will be forever. Amen.

All: The mighty Lord is with us;
The God of Jacob is our fortress. 

SECOND LESSON Romans 7:15-25a
We find no rest in ourselves because of our sinful flesh.
After the reading, the announcement is made:
M:   The Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God! 

VERSE OF THE DAY
M: Alleluia. Happy are they who hear the Word, hold fast to it in an honest and good 

heart,
C: and bring forth fruit with patience. Alleluia. (Luke 8:15)

Please stand.
GOSPEL Matthew 11:25-30
Come to Jesus for rest.
After the reading, the announcement is made: 
M:   This is the Gospel of our Lord.
C:  Praise be to you, O Christ! 

Having multiple 
readings, including a 

psalm, shows the 
connectedness of God’s 
Word from Old to New 
Testament, from poetry 

to prophecy to prose. 
The same themes can be 
found all throughout the 

Word of God!
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Please be seated. 
CHILDREN'S MESSAGE  

HYMN Come unto Me, Ye Weary | CW 336
Verse 1 - Pastors; Verse 2 - Women; Verse 3 - Men; Verse 4 - All

SERMON -  THE REDEEMER REVEALS REAL REST

Please stand.
CONFESSION OF FAITH Nicene Creed
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all 
that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the 
Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of 
one being with the Father. Through him all things were made.  For us and for our 
salvation, he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin 
Mary, and became fully human.  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. He 
suffered death and was buried.  On the third day he rose again in accordance with the 
Scriptures. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will 
come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the 
Father and the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and 
glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy Christian 
and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  We 
look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen.
Be seated.

THE THANK OFFERING
Moved by God’s love in Christ, we offer him our first and best gifts, purely out 
of thanks to him. Guests, please don’t feel obligated to take part in the offering.  
We’re just happy you’re here as our guest to hear and take to heart the message 
of Jesus. If the gospel message has moved you to give and you would like an 
electronic option, you can scan this QR code with your mobile phone.  It will 
connect you with our website’s giving page.
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MUSICAL OFFERING Speak, O Lord     

Please stand.
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
M: O Jesus, our only Savior, keep us from building our hopes on this earthly life with 

its sins and sorrows, its shallow pleasures, and its imperfect treasures. 
C: Give each of us an earnest longing for that day when we will be with you, when 

we will rest from all our labors. 
M: In the midst of the troubles and uncertainties of this life, our hearts are often filled 

with fearfulness and anxiety, but you have given us a calm trust that calls on you 
for help in every time of need. Having placed all in your hands—ourselves, our 
troubles, our cares, our needs, our fears, our failures, our sins, our very futures—
give us the strength and courage to go on and meet the battles of life, never 
doubting that we will find rest from all our trials, troubles, and temptations in you.

C: Trusting in you, O Lord, we ask you to save us from all who oppress us and 
from all that afflicts us.

M: Give us your Holy Spirit and his grace, so that our lives may be filled with good 
works, giving ample proof of our faith and of the rest we have in you. 

C: Help us bear the yoke of service with joy.
Special Prayers and Intercessions

M: Take care of all our needs, but especially forgive our sins. Grant that, by faith in 
you, we will be found acceptable on the day of your return, clothed in the 
righteousness that you have won for us. 

C: On that day, give each of us a crown of glory to wear forever in heaven. Hear us, 
precious Savior. Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done 
on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread; forgive us our sins, as we 
forgive those who sin against us; lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.  
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The Sacrament

THE PREFACE CW p. 33                                                                               
M:    The Lord be with you.                                                                                         
C:  And also with you. 
M:    Lift up your hearts. 
C:  We lift them up to the Lord.
M:    Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C:  It is right to give him thanks and praise.

M:  Praise to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ!  In love he has blessed us 
with every spiritual blessing.  He sends the Holy Spirit to testify that we are his children 
and to strengthen us when we are weak.  Now have come the salvation and the power 
and the kingdom of our God and the authority of his Christ.  To him who sits on the 
throne and to the Lamb be praise and thanks and honor and glory for ever and ever.                                                                                                                                    

C:  ♫ Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts. CW p. 34
The whole earth is full of your glory. 
You are my God, and I will exalt you. 
 I will give you thanks, for you have become my salvation.

        Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts. The whole earth is full of your glory. 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION
M: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had 

given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is 
my body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all 
of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the 
forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”

M: The peace of the Lord be with you always. CW p.35
C:  Amen.

First recorded in AD 220, this 
dialogue and prayer (Preface) begins 

the liturgy of the Lord’s Supper. Each 
season has its own text (italics).
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C:  ♫ O Christ, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
O Christ, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 
O Christ, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; grant us your peace.  
Amen. ♫

Please be seated and await the direction of the ushers.

The communicant members of our congregation will be invited to receive the Lord’s Supper.  Because the 
Bible has convinced us that Jesus’ body and blood are present in the sacrament, and that receiving the 
sacrament together is a public statement of oneness in our beliefs and commitment, we ask our guests to 
speak with the pastor prior to communing.  We don’t want to be presumptuous and put you in the position 
of stating your agreement with our convictions before we’ve had an opportunity to explain and prove them 
from Scripture.  The pastor would be happy to explore our convictions with you, on the basis of God’s Word, 
so that you might commune with us in the future!

COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION
If you are in need of gluten free wafers or grape juice, please ask for directions from an usher.

Please stand.
THANKSGIVING | p. 36

C:  ♫ Thank the Lord and sing his praise.  Tell ev’ryone what he has done.
Let all who seek the Lord rejoice and proudly bear his name. 
He renews his promises and leads his people forth in joy 
with shouts of thanksgiving. Alleluia! Alleluia! ♫

M: Let us pray together.
C:  Hear the prayer of your people, O Lord, that the lips which have praised you 

here may glorify you in the world, that the eyes which have seen the coming of 
your Son may long for his coming again, and that all who have received in his 
true body and blood the pledge of your forgiveness may be restored to live a 
new and holy life, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
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M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony 
with one another. Serve the Lord with gladness. The 
Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord make his 
face shine upon you and be gracious to you. The 
Lord look on you with favor and give you peace. 

C:   Amen. 
Be seated.

CLOSING HYMN What a Friend We Have in Jesus| CW 411
Verse 1 - All; Verse 2 - Pastors; Verse 3 - All

QUESTIONS FOR EXAMINATION 

† Do I believe that I am a sinner in need of forgiveness?
† Do I believe that Jesus died on the cross to win forgiveness for me?
† Do I believe that Jesus offers his true body and blood with the bread and wine in 

this sacrament?
† Do I believe this sacrament strengthens my faith and strengthens me to live a 

God-pleasing life?
† Am I a member of a church that belongs to the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran 

Synod (WELS) or Evangelical Lutheran Synod (ELS)? If not, please hold off on 
communing with us today. Following worship, one of the pastors would be happy 
to explain why we ask you to do this.

One of the ways for us to 
find rest in God’s promises 

is to take our cares and 
trials to God in prayer— 
what a friend we have in 

Jesus indeed!
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TAKE HOME QUESTIONS

1. Romans 6, 7, and 8 form one of the most honestly beautiful sections of Scripture. 
Read all three chapters. Make special note of the verses that speak to 1) our need for 
rest 2) our inability to find rest on our own, and 3) the fact that God gives us rest.

2. Today’s reading from Exodus comes on the heels of last week’s Old Testament 
reading in which Israel’s idolatry was met with a harsh consequence. In what ways 
does that help set the context for Exodus 33? In other words, what from Exodus 32 
helps you better understand Exodus 33?

3. What specific things in life are robbing you of rest? How does Jesus give you rest 
from each of those things?

4. How is it possible that Jesus can say in one breath that the Father has “hidden these 
things from clever and learned people,” and, in the next breath, say, “Come to me, 
all you who are weary and burdened”? Don’t those seem contradictory?
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NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS

THIS SUNDAY’S BIBLE STUDY
When to Obey or Disobey the Government
Join us in the cafeteria from 9:15 to 10:15 a.m.

DONATE SCHOOL SUPPLIES July 6 - August 5

The annual Stuff the School Bus community school supply drive is underway, and our 
church is a drop off site. All types of school supplies are accepted.  However, this year’s 
biggest needs are for backpacks, notebooks (in plain colors), folders (in plain colors), 
colored pencils, highlighters, water colors, glue sticks, and scissors. Look for the collection 
area in the welcome center. The supplies will be distributed to families with financial need 
during an event at Lincoln High School on August 16-17.  

Do you know a child who needs school supplies? They can receive FREE school supplies 
at Stuff the Desk on Aug 14-15. All families in financial need qualify, whether they attend 
public or private schools. However, they need to register online (www.uwswac.org) or 
call 2-1-1 Monday-Friday, 8:00 AM -5:00 PM by August 1.

SUPPORT CHRISTIAN EDUCATION WITH SCRIP  

Our Sunday morning scrip sales have moved back to the Welcome Center.  If you have 
not used scrip before, please check it out.  It is an easy way to support Christian education 
at no additional cost to you.  Scrip is merely gift cards that people purchase for their own 
use at businesses where they usually do business.  The school earns money by purchasing 
the scrip at a discount and selling it to you at face value.  Scrip is available for local grocery 
stores, gas stations, and restaurants plus many stores you shop out of town or online.

Make tuition more affordable: If you have a student or know a student attending or 
planning to attend St. Paul’s Lutheran School or Northland Lutheran High School, you 
can have 50% of the earnings from your scrip purchases applied to their tuition account.  
To find out more, contact stpaulsscripwr@gmail.com or scrip@nlhs.org. In June, our 
combined St. Paul’s scrip users earned $65.80 for tuition accounts and donated $255.70 
donated for school expenses.
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ONLINE MISSION EVENT Thru July 11

There is still plenty of time to take part in the Taste and See online mission event.  You 
can learn about how our synod is sharing God’s word with people across our nation and 
the world. The event concludes on Saturday, July 11 with the commissioning of new 
missionaries.  Check out the presentation, family activities, ethnic recipes, and more at 
welstasteandsee.com

VOLUNTEER FOR THE CLOTHING GIVEAWAY August 3-8

Please consider volunteering for our second annual clothing giveaway being held on Aug 
6-8. In the days leading up to the giveaway, you can help receive and sort donations 
and/or arrange things in the gym.  During the giveaway, you can assist "customers" 
and/or keep things presentable.  We will be taking precautions to avoid the spread of 
COVID-19, and our plans may change if there is a local outbreak.  However, we encourage 
you to sign up and help as you feel comfortable. You can sign up at the table in the 
Welcome Center or online (look for a link under the Serve tab on our website). If you have 
questions or want to volunteer to help, please contact Michelle Gear at 920-784-4643 or 
michellemgear@gmail.com.

WITH ANGELS AND ARCHANGELS October 2-4

Review and be refreshed in the Scriptural teachings contained in the Lutheran 
Confessions at the Return to Wittenberg Conference.  This year’s conference will be held 
in Tomah, WI and will focus on giving praise to God for the ministry of his holy angels.  
The cost is only $15.  For more information, visit www.returntowittenberg.org.

NEED SOMEONE TO TALK TO?

Are worried about the on-going pandemic and whether you or your loved ones may 
become ill? Does the current economic slowdown make you anxious for the future? We 
have people who will walk beside you during these times of change. Our Stephen 
Ministers are trained to provide you confidential, one-on-one, Christian counseling at no 
charge. They are congregation members, but all of them have faced trials of their own and 
are willing to serve you for as long as you need - whether that requires one meeting or 
many. To be connected with a Stephen Minister, please contact either Susie Dempze 
(jscranby@gmail.com or 715-424-1324) or Mike Grosskreutz (mgrosskreutz@tds.net  or 
715-315-274).
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CALENDAR                                  July 5-12

SUNDAY 8:00 AM Worship 
9:15 AM Bible Study in the cafeteria

10:30 AM Worship

MONDAY           11:00 AM Worship for at-risk individuals

TUESDAY 6:45 AM Men’s Bible Study at From the Ground Up Coffee Shop
9:45 AM Women Walking in the Word
6:30 PM Stephen Ministers Peer Group in the Resource Center

WEDNESDAY 6:00 PM Contemporary Choir in the balcony

THURSDAY 7:00 AM Men’s Small Group at From the Ground Up Coffee Shop

SUNDAY     8:00 AM Worship 
9:15 AM Bible Study in the cafeteria

10:30 AM Worship

UPCOMING EVENTS
July 6 School Supply Drive Begins
July 20 School Graduation and Awards
July 26 Ordination/Installation Service for Pastor Plagenz
Aug 2 Confirmation Sunday
Aug 4-5 Clothing Drive
Aug 6-8 Clothing Giveaway

OFFERING REPORT

From July 1, 2019 to June 26, 2020
Actual ministry income:  $1,029,724
Actual cost of ministry:    $1,045,229         

Mortgage balance:  $1,389,929
HAPPY INDEPENDENCE DAY 

WEEKEND
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www.stpaulswr.org

311 14th Ave S | Wisconsin Rapids, WI 54495 | 715-421-3634 | churchoffice@stpaulswr.org
Pastor Lucas Proeber  |  989-780-3184  |  pastorproeber@stpaulswr.org

 


